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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  URBAN 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BRIERLEY  HILL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hodgetts,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  this  Report  on  the  work  of  your 
Health  Department  during  the  ^^ear  1941.  The  Report  is  once 
more  very  much  abbreviated  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  population 
figures  are  not  published  for  reasons  of  security. 

The  health  of  the  area  has  remained  satisfactory  during  the 
year,  and  apart  from  Civil  Defence  work  the  main  problems  which 
the  Department  has  had  to  face  were  the  treatment  of  Scabies 
and  the  immunisation  of  the  child  population  against  -Diphtheria. 
It  will  be  seen  that  considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  both 
these  projects  during  1941. 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  have  shown  an  increase.  This  was 
to  be  expected,  and  reflects  the  adverse  effect  of  war  conditions 
and  longer  working  hours  on  this  disease. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
the  Clerk  and  other  Officers,  and  to  the  Staff  of  this  Department 
for  continued  helpfulness  and  consideration. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hodgetts,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

NORMAN  V.  HEPPLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


6 


A 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,932 

Rateable  value  (1st  April,  1941)  ...  ...  £173,020 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  1941-42  ...  £030 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Figures  which  were  kindly  supplied  by  the  Manager  of  the 
Local  Employment  Exchange  show  that  there  is  now  practically 
no  unemployment  in  the  area. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1941. 


Live  Births. 

Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ...  15.99 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  resident  population  0.33 

Still  Births. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  50.13 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  ...  11.95 

On  account  of  population  movements  due  to  the  war  it  has 
been  found  impracticable  to  get  any  real  comparability  factor 
this  year.  The  above  death  rate  therefore  must  be  regarded  as  a 
crude  death  rate. 


Rate  per  1,000 
(Live  and  Still) 
Births. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.30 

Other  Maternal  Causes...  ...  ...  2.61 


3.91 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  53.64 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  50.89 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ...126.66 
Death  Rate  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0.06 

Death  Rate  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0.04 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  0.04 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  L63 


X 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  15.99  per  1,000  population  is  above  the 
average  of  14.2  for  England  and  Wales,  and  compares  with  a rate 
of  17.07  for  1940. 

Deaths. 

The  Death  Rate  of  11.95  for  the  area  compares  with  13.52 
for  1940,  and  12.9  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  chief  causes  of 
death  were  Heart  Disease,  Cancer,  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 
and  Bronchitis,  which  together  caused  more  than  half  the  total 
deaths. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  180. 

Infantile  Mortality.  ^ 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  53.64  per  1,000  live  births  is 
an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  42.27,  which  was  the  lowest 
figure  ever  recorded  for  this  area.  The  infantile  mortality  rate 
for  the  country  as  a whole  is  59.0. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  total  rate  of  3.91  per  1,000  total  births  compares  with  a 
rate  of  2.23  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  maternal  mortality 
rate  from  puerperal  infection  was  1.30. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH.. 

REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  RETURN. 

TABLE  I. 


1941 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 


Diseases. 


M. 


Total. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever  . . . ; 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Influenza 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 
Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 
Oesophagus  (M)  and  Uterus  (F) 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis  . . ... 

Other  Digestive  Disorders  . . 
Nephritis 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortal  Sepsis  . 
Other  Maternal  Causes  . . 
Premature  Birth  . . 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth 
Injury,  Infantile  Disorders 
Suicide  . . 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  Other  Causes  . . 


— 

1 — 

i — 

0.02 

0.02 

! 0.04 

0.02 

0.02 

0.04 

0.05 

0.08 

0.13 

0.35 

0.29 

0.64 

0.07 

— 

0.07 

0.17 

0.04 

1 0.21 

0.04 

0.02  ' 

' 0.06 

0.17 

0.07 

0.24 

0.15 

0.15 

0.30 

— 

0.15 

0.15 

0.66 

0.24 

0.90 

0.02 

0.02 

0.04 

0.64 

0.66 

1.30 

1.17 

1.13 

2.30 

0.13 

i 0.02 

0.15 

0.54 

0.60 

1.14 

0.52 

0.17 

0.69 

0.20 

0.06 

0.26 

0.13 

— 

0.13 

0.02 

0.02 

0.04 

0.06 

. — 

0.06 

0.08 

6.15 

0.23 

0.15 

0.17 

0.32 



0.02 

0.02 

— 

0.04 

0.04 

0.15 

0.06 

0.21 

0.06 

1.11 

1.07 

0.04 

0.04 

0.08 

0.13 

0.02 

0.15 

0.24 

0.13 

0.37 

0.71 

0.66 

1.37 

6.75  1 

5.20 

11.95 
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Biryi  Rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the 
year  1941.  TABLE  II. 


England 

and 

Wales. 

126 

County 

Boroughs 

and 

Great 

Towns. 

including 

London. 

148 

Smaller 
Towns 
Resident 
popu- 
lations 1 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931 

Census. 

London 

Admin- 

istrative 

County. 

1 

Brierley 

Hilt. 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

Births  : 

Live  Births 

14.2 

14.7 

16.4 

8.9 

15.99 

Still  Births 

0.51 

0.58 

0.60 

0.33 

0.51 

Deaths  : 

All  Causes 

12.4> 

14.9 

13.0 

16.3 

11.95 

Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.06 

0.07 

0.06 

0.04 

0.04 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.08 

0.06 

0.03 

0.13 

Influenza  . . 

0.19 

0.17 

0.20 

0.15 

0.21 

Small-Pox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Measles . . 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.06 

Ral 

1 )eaths  under  1 year  of  age  . . 

:es  per  1,0 
59 

00  Live  B 
71 

irths. 

56 

68 

, 53.64 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under  2 years  of 

i 

age 

5.1 

7.5 

4.6 

6.8 

1 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

Notifications  : 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.04 

_ 

Para-Typhoid  Fever 

0.09 

0.12 

0.09 

0.05 

0.13 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0.25 

i 0.31 

0.20 

0.30 

0.22 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.47 

1 1.49 

1.51 

1.01 

1.55 

Whooping  Cough 

1 4.39 

4.37 

4.50 

3,50 

3.46 

Diphtheria 

1.25 

1.53 

1.19 

0.93 

2.46 

Erysipelas 

0.30 

0.36 

0.27 

0.50 

0.31 

Small-Pox 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Measles.  . . . . . 

10.33 

8.27 

10.47 

4.77 

2.24 

Pneumonia 

1.2.5 

1.53 

1.04 

1.07 

0.91 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 

1 Births  (L: 

ive  and  Sti 

11). 

Maternal  Mortality  (excluding 
Abortion)  : 

Puerperal  Infection  (147) 

0.48 

1 

0.02 

Others 

1.75 

- 

Not  available.  ’ 

0.04 

Total 

2.23 

0.06 

Notifications  : 

Puerperal  Fever  ^ 

11.91 

15.64 

9.42 

2.29  ^ 

9.12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  J 

19.3  J 
including 
Puerperal 
Eever 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

..  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

' Changes  in  staff  are  referred  to  briefly  on  page  8. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  ar.d  bacteriological  specimens  are  sent  to  the 
County  Laboratory*  at  Stafford.  No  charge  is  made  b}-^  this 
Laboratory  for  the  examination  of  these  specimens. 

Advantage  is  taken  of  these  facilities  by  the  general  prac- 
titioners of  the  town  and  by  this  Department. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

. One  ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Authority  for  the  removal 
of  accidents  and  non-infectious  cases.  The  Infectious  Diseases 
Ambulance  was  taken  over  in  October  by  the  West  Midlands  Joint 
Hospital  Board. 

In  February,  1942,  the  Ambulance  Service  was  taken  over 
from  the  Fire  Brigade  by  the  A.R.P.  Ambulance  Service.  During 
1941,  a total  of  1,428  cases  were  conveyed.  These  were  made 


up  as  follows  : — 

Brierley  Hill  ...  ...  ...  744 

Pensnett  ...  ...  ...  189 

Wordsley,  Kingswinford  and  Wall  Heath  264 
Quarry  Bank  ...  ...  ...  214 

Amblecote  ...  ...  ...  9 

Outside  cases  ...  ...  ...  8 


During  the  year  the  total  mileage  run  was  8,976  miles. 

These  hgures  show  that  more  and  more  use  is  being  made  by 
the  public  of  the  Ambulance  Service,  and  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  provision  of  a second  ambulance  will  have  to  be 
considered. 

Post  Mortem  Room. 

17  bodies  were  brought  to  the  Post  Mortem  Room  during 
the  year.  In  the  case  of  8 of  them  death  was  due  to  natural 
causes.  6 wer^  cases  of  accidental  death  ; 1 death  from  mis- 

adventure, and  in  2 cases  death  was  due  to  suicide.  None  was 
of  an  infectious  nature.  The  average  length  of  stay  was  days. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Five  Nursing  Associations  at  present  operate  in  the  district. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  following  School  Clinics,  Infant  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal 
Centres  are  held  in  the  area:^ — 


School 

Infant  Welfare 

Ante>Natal 

Clinics. 

Centre. 

Centre. 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday 

Tuesday  and 

Thursday, 

Brierley  Hill  : 

and  Friday. 

Friday. 

10 — 12  noon 

(Church  Hill) 

9 — 12  noon. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

Quarry  Bank  : 

(Methodist  Buildings, 

Wednesday, 

Wednesday, 

Friday 

(fortnightly) 

New  Street) 

9 — 12  noon. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

10 — 12  noon. 

Wordsley  : 

(Methodist  Buildings, 

Mo  iday. 

Monday, 

- — 

New  Street) 

9 — 12  noon. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

— 

Kingswinford  : 

(Methodist  Buildings, 

Tuesday, 

Tuesday, 

Sloss  Grove) 

9 — 12  noon. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

— ■ 

Pensnett  : 

(Methodist  Schoolrooms) 

Thursday, 

Thursday, 

9 — 12  noon. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

— 

Brockmoor  : 

(St.  John’s  Schoolrooms) 

Friday, 

Friday, 

9 — 12  noon. 

2 — .5  p.m. 

— 

Refraction  Clinics 

and  Dental 

Sessions  are  held 

as  required 

at  the  above  Centres. 


HOSPITALS. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
by  the  Count}/  Council. 

(1)  Isolation  Hospital,  Stallings  Lane. 

This  hospital  was  maintained  by  the  Council  for  the  isolation 
and  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

On  October  1st,  1941,  the  hospital  was  taken  over  by  the 
West  Midlands  Joint  Hospital  Board,  to  be  run  in  conjunction 
with  other  small  fever  hospitals  in  South  Staffordshire,  and  the 
powers  of  the  Urban  District  Council  to  provide  treatment  for 
infectious  disease  lapsed. 

Accommodation  is  provided  for  32  patients  in  four  wards, 
and  latterly  the  hospital  was  used  solely  for  Diphtheria. 
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The  staff,  which  was  taken  over  by  the  West  Midlands  Joint 
Hospital  Board,  consisted  of  the  Medical  Superintendent,  whose 
duties  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Matron, 
one  staff  nurse,  four  assistant  nurses,  two  maids,  one  ambulance 
driver,  and  two  laundresses  (part  time). 

Up  to  the  30th  September,  1941,  144  patients  were  admitted 
to  ‘the  hospital  with  a diagnosis  of  Diphtheria.  Of  these,  60  came 
from  other  areas. 

There  were  fl  deaths  in  the  hospital  during  the  nine  months, 
all  in  cases  admitted  late  in  the  disease. 

8 cases  developed  palatal  paralysis,  and  2 had  paralysis  of 
accommodation.  Signs  of  cardiac  impairment  persisted  in  2 cases. 

(2)  Small-Pox  Hospital. 

This  hospital  is  sjtuated  at  Moxley  and  is  under  the  control 
of  a Small-Pox  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which  Brierle}:  Hill  is  a 
constituent  Authority.  This  hospital  has  been  taken  over  by  the 
West  Midlands  Joint  Hospital  Board  as  a hospital  for  infectious 
diseases,  and  other  arrangements  have  been  made  for  Small-Pox 
cases  if  the\’  occur. 


(3)  Sanatoria. 

The  male  sanatorium  is  at  Prestwood,  and  the  sanatoria  for 
women  are  at  Yarnfield  (near  Stone),  Groundslow  and  Kinver. 
Cases  of  surgical  Tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Standon  Hall  and 
The  Woodlands,  and  there  is  a special  sanatorium  for  children 
at  Himley. 

(4)  Orthopaedic. 

The  County  have  provided  for  the  specialist  treatment  of 
these  cases  in  special  clinics  and  they  are  referred  to  hospital  if 
they  require  in-patient  treatment. 

(6)  Other. 

There  are  no  other  provided  hospitals,  but  the  following 
general  hospitals  are  within  easy  reach  of  the  Urban  District  : — 

Corbett  Hospital,  Amblecote. 

Guest  Hospital,  Dudley.  . , 

There  are  also  the  hospitals  of  Birmingham  and  Wolver- 
hampton, all  of  which  are  within  easy  reach  of  the  district. 
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Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

There  are  9 registered  Midwives  practising  in  the  area  ; 8 of 
these  are  whole-time  salaried  midwives  .employed  by  Nursing 
Associations  under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  as 
a result  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  1936. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area. 

Maternity  and  Children. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  in  this  area  for  maternity  hospital 
accommodation,  and  the  Council  has  been  pressing  the  County 
Council  to  re-open  the  Maternity  Block ' at  Sandheld  Hospital. 
The  project  is  at  present  held  up  awaiting  sanction  from  the 
Government  Department  concerned,  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  will 
not  be  long  in  being  obtained. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Sources  of  supply  are  detailed  in  previous  reports.  Monthly 
samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  and  the  analyses  have 
been  uniformly  satisfactor3\ 

Drainage  *and  Sewage  Disposal. 

There  were  no  changes  of  note  during  the  3’ear. 

Public  Cleansing.  ^ 

The  matter  is  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 
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SECTION  D. 
HOUSING. 


Housing  work  is  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Meat. 

Inspection  was  carried^out  during  the  year  b}’  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  Details  will  be  found  in  the  reports  of  the  Chief 
Sanitar\"  Inspector. 

The  Report  of  the  Chief  Veterinar\’  Officer  is  appended  : — 

“ I have  pleasure  in  submitting  Tables  showing  the  diseases 
encountered  and  the  meat  condemned  during  ^the  year  1941,  and 
also  the  results  of  post-mortem  examinations  carried  out  on 
animals  dying  a natural  death. 

The  number  of  animals  entering  the  abattoir  alive  has 
decreased  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  1940,  but  this  is 
offset  b}’  the  imported  meat  and  canned  meat  entering,  the  quality 
of  which  is  excellent. 

Owing  to  the  culling  out  of  old  cows,  the  quality  of  the  beef 
slaughtered  especially  during  the  early  part  of  the  3^ear  was  not 
high,  and  this  accounts  for  the  high  percentage  of  tuberculous 
beef  carcases  condemned.  An  improvement  has  been  shown 
•towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  which  may  possibly  be  due  to  the 
culling  of  unthrift}^  animals.” 


SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  — PIGS. 


^ / 


15 


16 


SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  — CATTLE. 
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POST  MORTEMS  ON  ANIMALS  DYING  A NATURAL  DEATH 


Causes  of  Death. 

Cattle. 

Calves, 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia 

17 

24 

Asphyxia  . . . . ^ . 

» — 

— 

5 

4 

Anaemia 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Bruising  and  Fractures 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Syncope  . . . ^ 

— 

— 

— 

87 

Internal  Haemorrhage 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Gastro-Enteritis 

— 

— 

2 

5 

Paratyphoid  . . 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Peritonitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Impaction 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Malignant  Oedema 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fascioliasis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tympanites  . . 

— 

• — 

3 

— ■ 

Parturient  ^Eclampsia 

— 

— 

].  i 

— 

Mammitis 

1 ! 

1 

33 

1 

137 

Total  : 172  animals. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria. 

The  notification  rate  of  2.46  reflects  a slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  This  increase 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  epidemic  in  the  Quarry  Bank  part  of 
the  area  continued  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

The  mortality  rate  was  0.13  per  1,000  population.  This 
shows  a decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Immunisation. 

One  of  the  good  results  of  the  war  is  that  it  has  made  everyone 
realise  the  risks  to  which  children  are  exposed  from  Diphtheria, 
and  other  infectious  diseases,  under  the  crowded  conditions  of 
shelter  life.  The  Ministry  of  Health  sponsored  an  immunisation 
campaign  on  a national  scale,  and  in  December,  1940,  arranged 
to  supply  Local  Authorities  with  prophylactic  material  free  of  cost. 

This  national  and  local  publicity  has  had  good  results, 
particularly  as  regards  children  of  school  age,  and  the  following 
Table  shows  the  progress  of  the  campaign  in  Brierlev  Hill  during 
1941. 


At  31st  December, 

At  31st  December, 

1940 

_i 

Ml 

141 

Under  # 

5 to  15  1 

Under 

5 to  15 

5 years. 

years. 

5 years. 

years. 

Estimated  Population  of  Children  . . 

3672 

8410  i 

1 

3672 

8410 

Estimated  percentage  of  Child 
population  who  had  received 
complete  course  of  immunisation 

5.8% 

1 

24.2% 

18.16% 

41.2% 

During  the  year  601  children  under  5 years  of  age  and  1,368 
children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  years  were  immunised. 

The  above  figures  show  an  unsatisfactory  position  as  regards 
the  children  under  school  age,  and  an  attempt  is  being  made  to 
encourage  mothers  to  bring  their  young  children  to  the  W'elfare 
Centres  for  immunisation.  We  shall  continue  to  have  illness 
and  death  from  this  disease  until  at  least  four-fifths  of  all  the 
children  have  been  immunised. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

The  notification  rate  for  the  year  was  1.55  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Erysipelas. 

The  notification  rate  was  0-31. 

Pneumonia. 

The  notification  rate  was  0.91, 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  notification  rate  per  1,000  total  births  was  9.12. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Six  cases  were  notified. 

Whooping  Cough. 

156  cases  were  notified,  giving  a rate  of  3.46. 

Measles. 

1,011  cases  were  notified,  giving  a rate  of  22.44. 


Scabies. 

A good  deal  of  Scabies  occurred  in  the  area  during  the  year. 
An  informal  system  of  notification  by  Health  Visitors,  School 
Clinics  and  medical  practitioners  was  instituted,  and  premises 
occupied  by  infested  families  were  inspected  and  an  attempt  made 
to  see  that  all  the  infested  individuals  had  adequate  treatment. 
On  May  5th,  1941,  the  Council  opened  a special  clinic  for  the 
treatment  of  Scabies  at  the  Brierley  Hill  First  Aid  Post,  by 
arrangement  with  the  County  Council.  Originally  there  were  four 
sessions  a week,  two  for  males  and  two  for  females,  and  this  has 
since  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  evening  sessions  for  workers. 
The  treatment  used  is  the  thio-sulphate  hyrdochloric  acid  treatment 
and  the  results  have  been  most  successful.  During  the  year  55 
patients  put  in  410  attendances.  There  were  52  sessions  during 
this  period. 


Tuberculosis. 


The  following  Table  gives  particulars  : 


* 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

1 

Pul-  ! 
monary 

Non 

Pul- 

monary 

Pul- 

monary 

Non 

Pul- 

monary 

Total 

Number  on  Register,  1st 
January,  1941  ..  ..i 

131 

o4 

138 

44 

307 

New  Notifications,  1941  ..! 

32 

o 

18 

4 

59 

Cases  brought  to  notice 
otherwise  than  by  formal 
notification  (inward  trans-  i 
fers,  un-notified  cases  from  ! 
Deaths  Returns 

2 

3 

Removed  from  Register, 
Deaths  outward  transfers. 
Recovered 

22 

4 

13 



1 39 

Number  on  Register,  31st 
December,  1941 

. 142 

55 

145 

48 

390 

Total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ; 32. 

Cancer. 

The  death  rate  from  Cancer  was  1.63  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 
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REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


I present  herewith  Report  for  1941  which  has  been  condensed. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  preparing  premises 
and  considerable  inspection  work  has  been  carried  out  to  ensure 
that  essential  repairs  to  houses  are  not  neglected  b}^  Owners,  every 
effort  being  made  to  maintain  reasonable  standards. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  were  : — 

Inspections  : Re-inspections  : 

13,109  4,018 

Preliminary  Notices  served  during  the  year,  190. 

Statutory  Notices  ,,  „ ,,  10. 

Complaints. 

381  complaints  were  recorded  against  405  for  1940.  295 

related  to  stoppages  in  drain  pipes.  The  complaints  relating  to 
drain  stoppages  were  dealt  with  immediately  by  the  department, 
a workman  being  sent  to  the  property  to  relieve  the  nuisance. 

86  of  the  complaints  related  to  housing  conditions,  etc.,  all 
of  which  were  investigated  and  where  necessar}"  action  taken. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention. 

1,253  visits  were  made  to  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and 
148  houses  were  disinfected. 

Disinfestation. 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  have  been 
sprayed  with  insecticide  : — 

28  Council  houses. 

9 Other  houses. 
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Housing. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  unfit  houses  which  would  have 
been  demolished  by  now^f  the  war  had  not  intervened,  conditions 
have  deteriorated.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  deal  particularly 
with  these  old  properties  and  carry  out  some  temporary  repairs. 
The  position  was  found  to  be  most  difficult,  mainly  due  to  the 
scarcity  of  labour  and  materials,  but  through  personal  interviews 
with  owners  and  builders  the  majority  of  the  more  important 
items  of  repair  were  carried  out  and  most  of  the  many  notices 
served  were  complied  with.  Ver}-  little  in  the  way  of  major 
alterations  and  reconstruction  could  of  course  be  attempted. 

Inspection  of  all  Council  houses  was  carried  out,  particular 
attention  being  paid  to  dirty  and  untidy  tenants.  Personal 
supervision  and  encouragement  given  by  Housing  Inspectors  did 
much  to  instil  in  the  minds  of  these  tenants  the  importance  of 
cleanliness,  but  I feel  that  due  to  the  calling  up  of  women  into 
the  war  effort,  the  position  will  become  more  difficult,  as  there 
will  be  less  time  available  for  looking  after  the  home.  Sons  and 
daughters  marrying  and  living  with  parents  is  bound  to  have  a 
marked  effect  on  the  general  overcrowding  of  houses,  although 
probably  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  low  legal  standards. 

In  these  difficult  times  few  Council  houses  are  being  vacated, 
but  those  that  do  become  vacant  should  be  granted  to  persons 
living  under  bad  conditions  due  to  Tuberculosis,  over-crowding 
and  general  bad  housing  conditions.  No  consideration  should  be 
given  to  persons  living  uijder  decent  housing  conditions.  If  the 
position  is  closely  watched  some  of  the  difhculties  which  occurred 
after  1918  should  not  arise. 

' inspection,  and  supervision  of  food. 

On  the  1 5th  January,  1940,  the  Livestock  (Restriction  and 
Slaughtering)  Order,  1940,  came  into  operation,  and  since  then 
the  major  part  of  the  slaughtering  has  been  carried  out  at  the 
Government  slaughterhouse  which  is  referred  to  in  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health’s  Report.  There  are,  however,  two  slaughter- 
houses at  bacon  curers  which  are  still  remaining  under  my 
supervision. 

During  the  3’ear  4,259  pigs  were  examined  at  the  two  slaughter- 
houses still  in  use,  and  this  total  represents  the  whole  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  on  the  premises.  10.4%  of  these  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis.  Two  carcases  were  condemned  and 
the  number  in  which  some  part  or  organ  was  affected  was  446. 
One  carcase  affected  with  other  diseases  was  wholly'  condemned 
and  the  number  in  which  some  part  or  organ  was  affected  was  184. 
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improve  the  standard,  and  in  some  instances  farmers  were  put 
in  touch  with  the  Staffordshire  Agricultural  College  for  their 
advice.  It  was  found  in  all  cases  that  improved  diet  was  sufficient 
to  bring  the  milk  up  to  legal  standard. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  two  samples  of 
milk,  both  due  to  deficiency  in  fat,  one  32.6%  and  one  24.6%. 
Fines  were  recorded  in  both  instances. 

Trade  Refuse. 

554  bins  of  trade  refuse  were  removed,  for  which  a charge  was 
made.  Also  474  vehicle  loads,  an  income  of%58  6s.  7d.  being 
received. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

Duripg  the  year  owing  to  the  demand  for  additional  transport 
for  salvage  and  the  lack  of  suitable  men  to  replace  those  called 
to  the  Forces,  a fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  was  commenced 
replacing  the  weekly  collection. 

The  fortnightly  collection  has  been  maintained  and  very  little 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  working  to  schedule  even  through 
the  very  severe  winter.  Complaints  have  not  been  very  numerous. 
These  were  chiefly  due  to  new  workmen  who  did  not  know  the 
rounds. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected  was  deposited  at  the  Leys 
tip  and  controlled. 

Salvage. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  collection  of  salvage 
in  this  area.  During  the  early  part  of  1941,  one,  two,  or  three 
housewives  in  each  street  undertook  to  have  bags— all  salvage 
to  be  brought  to  their  houses.  This  system  operated  for  a short 
period  but  was  not  very  successful.  After  consideration  it  was 
decided  to  divorce  salvage  entirely  from  house  refuse  collection 
and  during  the  year  a special  fortnightly  collection  was  commenced 
throughout  the  district. 

Two  vehicles,  each  with  a trailer  and  manned  by  a driver  and 
women  collectors,  carry  out  a house-to-house  collection.  This 
system  has  proved  highly  successful  and  has  entirely  eliminated 
complaints.  In  addition,  one  vain  is  employed  collecting  at 
schools,  shops,  offices,  etc.,  where  a more  frequent  collection  is 
necessary,  and  a fourth  vehicle  three  days  each  week  collecting 
waste  food.  There  are  350  street  bins  in  addition  to  500  four- 
gallon  petrol  tins  in  the  area,  used  for  the  collection  of  kit:hen 
waste. 
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The  tin  baling  press  was  installed  in  March  and  this  has 
been  worked  by  one  boy. 

The  total  amount  of  materials  salvaged  was  1,066  tons, 
exceeding  the  total  collected  for  1940  by  268  tons,  income  being 
£3,353,  which  was  £1,094  above  1940. 


There  was  a nett  proht  on  the  collection  of  salvage  amounting 
to  £305  after  meeting  the  cost  of  a motor  van,-  tin  baling  press 
and  additions  to  depot.  ^ 

The  following  are  the  ■ weights  and.  value  of  the  materials 
salvaged  during  the.  twelve  months,  1st  April,  1941,  to  31st  March, 
1942:—. 


Paper 

Tins 

iNIetal 

Broken  Glass 
Condemned  Meat 
Household  Bones 
Textiles  . . 

Bottles  . . 

Jars 

Kitchen  Waste 
Batteries 
Rubber  . . 


Tons. 

371 

1554 

744 

36 

H 

8 

38 

384 

284 

3034 

84 


1,066 


EXPENDITURE. 

Wages  . . . . • • 1529 


Superannuation  . . . . 91 

Repair  and  Maintenance  . . 238 

Heat,  Lighting  and  Cleaning  72 

Rent,  Rates  and  Taxes  . . 29 

Equipment  . . . . 97 

Haulage  . . • • 301 

Printing,  Stationery,  etc.  . . 134 

Depot  Expenses  and  Overheads  157 

Purchase  of  Van  . . . . 150 

Baling  Press,  etc.  . . 250 

Net  Income  transferred  to 

General  Rate  Fund  . . 305 


;^3353 


INCOME’ 

£ 

Waste  Paper  . . . . 1 606 

Textiles  . . . . 247 

Tins  . . . . . . 252 

Metal  . . . . . . 234 

Bottles  and  Jars  , . 417 

Broken  Glass  . . . . 30 

Kitchen  Waste  . . 510 

Batteries  and  Tyres  . . 12 

Bones,  etc.  . . . . 45 


i:3,353 


H.  J.  PARKER, 

ChieJ  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


